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At the McCormick Theo. Seminary, Chicago, Professor Robert W. Rogers 
of Dickinson College has been delivering a series of lectures upon Assyrian and 
Babylonian themes. His subjects were " The History of Assyrian Discovery," 
" The results of Assyrian Discovery as they Affect the Old Testament," "The 
Story of the Beginning in the Bible and in Babylonian Literature." 

One of the rising biblical students of Scotland is the Rev. George Adam 
Smith whose two volumes upon Isaiah in the " Expositor's Bible" are charac- 
terized by a freshness and force rarely found in sermons on prophetic themes. 
He is a son of the Rev. Dr. George Smith, one of the secretaries of the Free 
Church Foreign Mission, having been born in Calcutta in 1856. Educated first 
at the Royal High School of Edinburgh, and afterwards at Edinburgh Univer- 
sity (where he graduated M. A.), he prosecuted his theological studies, not 
only at the New College, Edinburgh, but at U. P. Divinity Hall (where he 
took a session under Principal Cairns), as well as at Tubingen and Leipzig. 
While a student in theology he took honors in political economy at Glasgow 
University. He further enlarged the sphere of his knowledge by spending a 
winter in Egypt and Syria, studying Arabic and Syriac and working with the 
American Mission among the Kopts. Ordained in 1882 after his return home, 
he became assistant to Rev. Mr. Fraser, of Brechin, and was subsequently 
called, as, first minister to Queen's Cross church, Aberdeen. For two sessions 
during the interregnum caused by the Robertson-Smith case, Mr. Smith acted 
as Professor of Hebrew in the Aberdeen College. Besides his Isaiah, he has 
published a number of lectures and sermons. 

In the volume on the New Testament by the Rev. Dr. Tidball, recently 
issued by Whittaker, is a brief statement concerning the Church-Woman's 
Institute of Philadelphia. It was organized in 1887 and was composed of a 
hundred and fifty educated and thoughtful women. They undertook with 
earnestness and zeal a course of study in Sacred Learning which extended over 
two years. The departments studied were the Scriptures, the Prayer Book, 
Theology and Church History. It is to be hoped that such an organization has 
not been suffered to lapse but is going on extending and deepening its work. 
Such endeavors are examples of the spirit which is abroad in the churches 
among the Christian people of the land. 

Under the direction of the Brooklyn Institute is being given a course of 
Thursday evening lectures on the Literature and Antiquities of the East which 
bear directly upon the interpretation of the Old Testament and upon Christian 
effort at the present time among Oriental peoples. They are as follows : The 
Vedas and Early Sanscrit Literature, and The Post-Vedic Sanscrit Literature, 
by Dr. Edward D. Perry of Columbia College ; The Empire and Remains of the 
Hittites, by the Rev. Dr. William Hayes Ward, of the Independent. Public 
and Private Life in Assyria and Babylonia, and The Cuneiform Literature of 



1 891] General Notes and Notices. 187 

Assyria and Babylonia, by Prof. R. J. H. Gottheil Ph. D., of Columbia; 
Babylonian Art and Architecture, by Prof. David G. Lyon, Ph. D. , of Harvard 
University ; Avesta, the Sacred Books of the Parsees, by Dr. A. V. Williams 
Jackson, of Columbia College ; and Zoroaster, the Prophet of Eran, by Dr. A. 
V. W. Jackson, of Columbia ; The Life and Character of Muhammad, The 
Rise and Influence of Islam, by Rev. T. P. Hughes, D. D. 

Evidences of new interest in the study of the Bible in our churches are be- 
ginning to multiply. In the Central Congregational church of Providence, 
R. I., a series of biblical lectures is being delivered by the pastor, Rev. 
Edward C. Moore on Saturday afternoons at 4: 30. His subject is The New 
Testament. Nine lectures are devoted to the Origin of the Books, being prac- 
tically a study of the New Testament Books in the order of their historical 
appearance. Three lectures are given to the Origin of the Canon ; one to the 
History of the Text, and three to the General History of the Church during 
the Period of the formation of the Canon, in its bearing on the same. It is 
gratifying to know that the course is largely attended and much appreciated 
by earnest Bible students of that city. 

The Woman's College of Baltimore makes an interesting statement of 
the work in the English Bible it requires of students. The statement 
is substantially as follows : One hour each week will be devoted to a 
course of systematic Bible-study. The Revised Version of the English Bible 
will be used. The ends kept in view in this course will be : (1) To secure 
an intimate and accurate acquaintance with the contents of the Bible, and an 
intelligent appreciation of it as a literary product. (2) To promote a just com- 
prehension of its teachings in the light of their historical conditions. (3) To 
awaken a perception of the realness of the life depicted in its pages as an 
organic part of the world's life, and so encourage a cordial sympathy with its 
portraiture of the real and the ideal human life. (4) By all these means to 
bring the student to a point of view from which may be recognized that ele- 
ment in the Bible for which human authorship fails to account, and which lies 
at the foundation of all evidences of revealed religion, and enforces the con- 
viction of an authoritative rule of faith and duty. 

The work done last year, (1889-90) was in the book of Acts. A careful study 
was made of the beginnings of the Christian Church. The particular events 
narrated were treated as characteristic of conditions and tendencies or illus- 
trative of phases of development. In the Epistle to the Thessalonians were 
studied one of the first misconceptions of the early Christians and its mischiev- 
ous fruits ; in the first Epistle to the Corinthians, the conflict between old 
Pagan habits and the new ethics based upon new views of man's relations and 
destiny ; in the Epistle to the Galatians and the Romans, the conflict between 
prescribed forms and peculiar privileges, and the universal freedom of faith. 
All these studies were pursued as subordinate to the main idea of the book of 
Acts — the planting, extension and development of the Christian Church. 

The course of study for 1890-91, will be in the Old Testament. During the 
first term the Pentateuch and the Book of Joshua will be studied with a view 
of realizing the history contained in them as a part of the world's history, and 
comprehending its particular place in the sacred history. Current Pentateuchal 
discussions will occupy no place in this study. For the second term the foun- 
dation and development of the Israelitish monarchy will be studied in the 
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books of Judges and Samuel. For the third term a comprehensive study will 
be made of the history of the kingdoms of Judah and Israel in their contact 
and relations with surrounding peoples down to the Captivity. This will be 
based upon the books of Kings and Chronicles with historical side-lights from 
the prophets. 

The life and opinions of that strange community, the Druses, have received 
some new light through Mr. Haskett Smith who bought land and settled 
amongst them. After long investigation Mr. Smith has arrived at the 
conclusion that " the Druses are neither more nor less than the direct descend- 
ants of the subjects of Hiram, King of Tyre, who assisted Solomon in the 
building of the Temple," and that their religious rites are founded on the 
ancient cultus, Freemasonry, of which the mystic rite is embodied in the 
Druses ' Book of the Testimonies to the Mysteries of the Unity.' " Mr. Smith, 
in dating the Druses as the modern representatives of the Phoenicians, divides 
these into two classes, the maritime traders, and the mountaineers of the Leb- 
anon district, the forefathers of the Druses. Throughout the centuries of 
decline and disaster which made of the Holy Land a desert and a grave, the 
mountaineers of Lebanon never forsook their quarters, and were found there 
by a crazy disciple of one Mahomed Ibn Ismail Duruzi, who in Egypt had pro- 
mulgated a Messiah in the person of one of the most corrupt of Egyptian 
Mahommedan rulers of the period, 1021. This crazy disciple, Hamze, made no 
converts till he reached the Holy Land and fell in with the people to whom he 
gave the name of his master, Duruzi. From this it would appear, whatever 
Druse lineage may be, their religion is rather mixed, as on the native worship 
of Astarte and Bael is engrafted the nondescript doctrines of the Mahommedan 
Duruzi, with Freemasonry as the esoteric element of it. 

Whether there is an)' real historic basis for these things remain to be seen. 
It would not be strange if Mr. Smith has been hoaxed by some astute Oriental. 

The success of the first course of Bible Studies carried on by the Boston 
Local Board of the American Institute of Sacred Literature has encouraged 
them to offer another course of similar lectures upon biblical subjects. These 
are as follows: Ten studies of the Early History and Institutions of the He- 
brew People by Professor Harper ; and ten lectures upon important themes 
relating to " The Bible ; its Character, Authority and Uses," comprising the 
following special topics: The Authority of Scripture, by Prof. Charles A. 
Briggs ; The Change of Attitude towards the Bible, by Prof. J Henry Thayer; 
Ass3^riology and the Bible, illustrated with stereopticon views and objects 
from the Assyrian ruins, by Prof. D. G. Lyon ; Parabolic Teaching, as Illus- 
trated in the Books of Jonah and the Song of Songs, by Rev. Wm. Eliot 
Griffis, D. D., pastor of Shawmut Congregational Church, Boston ; The Epis- 
tle to the Romans, and Paulinism, by Rev. Edward C. Moore, of Providence, 
R. I.; The Human Element in the Bible, by Rev. Philip S. Moxom, D. D., 
pastor of the First Baptist. Church, Boston ; The Gospel in the Old Testament, 
by Rev. Alex. McKenzie, D. D., pastor of the First Church in Cambridge; 
How Shall we Promote a Wider Study of the Bible? by Bishop John H. Vin- 
cent ; The Divine Element in the Bible. [Lecturer to be announced.] The 
Nature of the Prophetic Inspiration, by Prof. William R. Harper. 



